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Delhi Assembly's
main hall has
been thoroughly
sanitised and

those who came in contact
with the two COVID-19
positive legislators have
been asked to take preven-
tive measures, officials said
on Tuesday.
Two AAP MLAs, who

tested negative for COVID-
19 when they underwent
the mandatory rapid anti-
gen test on Monday ahead
of the one-day session, at-
tended the proceedings but
later left the House after re-
ports of their previous RT-
PCR test came positive in
the evening, they said.
"The Assembly hall has

been sanitised thoroughly.
All the members and offi-
cers who came into con-
tact with MLAs Vishesh
Ravi and  Parmila Tokas
have been advised to take
adequate precautionary
measures," a senior official
of the Delhi Assembly sec-
retariat said.
Besides Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal and his
cabinet colleagues, the ses-
sion was also attended by
ruling AAP and opposition
BJP MLAs.
On a lighter note, Ravi,

who is AAP MLA from
Karol Bagh constituency
and had tested positive for
the virus previously, said
coronavirus seems to be in
no mood to leave him alone.

"Perhaps Corona is in no
mood to stop following me.
I had undergone RT-PCR
test at the Assembly before
the session on September 11
and it came positive on Sep-
tember 14. People say its re-
infection. Feel fine and so
far there are no such symp-
toms. Have quarantined
myself at home," Ravi
tweeted in Hindi.
Earlier in May, Ravi and

his brother had tested
COVID-19 positive.

It was mandatory for all
legislators to undergo
COVID-19 test in order to
attend the House proceed-
ings on Monday.
A total of 180 people un-

derwent COVID-19 test at
the coronavirus testing fa-
cility set up in the assembly
premises on Monday. Nine
people including an AAP
MLA and staff members
were found positive, fol-
lowing which the legisla-
tor did not attend the pro-

ceedings.
However, the rapid anti-

gen test report of Ravi and
Tokas came negative and
they attended the proceed-
ings of the House for some
time. When their RT-PCR
test report came positive
in the evening, they left the
House.
Before this, 94 individu-

als, including 29 MLAs un-
derwent RT-PCR test on
Friday and no one was
found positive for coron-

avirus, officials said.
Various safety measures

were put in place for the
one-day session, including
setting up of a coronavirus
testing facility at the as-
sembly for the staff and
legislators before the ses-
sion, and altered seating
arrangements to maintain
social distancing norm.
-Delhi records 4,263

fresh COVID-19 cases,
taking tally to over 2.25
lakh; over 62K tests
conducted-
The national capital

recorded 4,263 fresh
COVID-19 cases on Tues-
day, taking tally to over
2.25 lakh, with authorities
conducting more than
62,000 coronavirus tests.
Thirty-six more fatalities

have been recorded, tak-
ing the death toll to 4,806,
according to the latest bul-
letin issued by the Delhi
health department.
The active cases tally on

Tuesday rose to 29,787
from 28,641 the previous
day.
Over 62,000 COVID-19

tests were conducted in the
national capital on Mon-
day, authorities said.
The death toll from

COVID-19 in Delhi stood at
4,770 on Monday.
The bulletin on Tuesday

said the death toll from
coronavirus infection has
risen to 4,806 and the total
number of cases has
climbed to 2,25,796.
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The Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) set up its Health &
Nutrition Helpline, ‘Sehat
evam Poshan Saathi’ here
on Tuesday.
According to DCPCR, the

initiative is aimed to ensure
that all children under six
years of age are provided
with nutritional supplements
and regular immunisation
doses and, all pregnant and
lactating mothers receive
maternity benefits of Rs.
5000 under PMMVY
scheme, adequate nutrition
and care under Integrated
Child Development Scheme
(ICDS) and Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana (PM-
MVY).
The Helpline was

launched by Delhi Women &
Child Development Minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam at Del-
hi Secretariat.
Launching the helpline,

the WCD minister said,
“There are many schemes
being run by the govern-
ment for pregnant women
and for welfare of children
from 0-6 years, but the ma-
jor problem arises when
these schemes are not able to
reach beneficiaries in time. If
we can overcome these bar-
riers, many women and chil-
dren can be saved from se-
vere health issues. He com-
mitted to reduce malnutri-
tion and stunting by half by
2022.”
Anurag Kundu, Chairper-

son, DCPCR narrated his

own anganwadi experiences,
and drew from his early
childhood how transforma-
tional anganwadis can be.
He lamented that much of
the ills that we witness in the
school system i.e low learn-
ing outcomes, drop-out, and
poor cognitive performance
is rooted in brain develop-
ment in early years which is
contingent on nourishment
and happy experiences. He
explained, “The Helpline
works in a way that the caller
will give a missed call on
011-41193903 and counsel-
lors will get back to them to
verify details of caller and ad-
dress, followed by resolu-
tion of their grievances”.
The Helpline Number 011-

41193903 shall remain op-
erational 24*7 in collabora-
tion with NGO Indus Ac-
tion and once a missed call is
received on the number,
within 1-2 days, the team at

the DCPCR shall connect
back and register the griev-
ance, which shall be resolved
subsequently.
The Helpline is the first-of-

its-kind initiative all over In-
dia and Delhi is the first
state/UT to undertake it.
The World Bank, in its re-
port, ‘India’s Undernour-
ished Children: A Call for Re-
form and Action’, in 2005,
highlighted multiple opera-
tional challenges, loopholes
in proper implementation
and weak monitoring & eval-
uation, resulting in ineffec-
tiveness of ICDS. Similarly,
there have been many chal-
lenges with PMMVY, leading
to inadequate trickling down
of benefits to the pregnant &/
lactating mothers. Thus, this
helpline is the need of the
hour and aims to bridge the
gap between policy inten-
tion and policy implementa-
tion.

Health and nutrition of
children under six and preg-
nant/lactating mothers is a
key priority area of the
DCPCR. Last month, the
DCPCR constituted Vidhan
Sabha Monitoring Commit-
tees in all the 70 Legislative
Assembly Constituencies of
NCT of Delhi, which shall
primarily support Angan-
wadi workers in identifying
beneficiaries for ICDS and
PMMVY, monitor distribu-
tion of ICDS nutrition sup-
plements & immunisation
of children besides providing
assistance in closing the dig-
ital literacy divide to ensure
efficient functioning. More-
over, counsellors from Delhi
Social Welfare Board will be
providing support and ca-
pacity-building for the same.
The launch was followed

by a panel discussion on
‘First 2000 Days of Child’s
Life”.
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The general manager
Northern & North Central
Railways, Rajiv Chaudhry,
released a booklet titled as
“Initiatives Taken by the
Northern Railway to En-
hance Safety Standards
During Lockdown” through
video conference, on Tues-
day .
It is a compilation of

work done by the various
departments and divisions
of the zone focusing on
safety during the lockdown

period of Covid-19. It high-
lights the efforts put in by
the railwaymen to deep
check, maintain and repair
the track system and the

rolling stock assets to meet
all laid down  safety stan-
dards.
The Northern Railway

has been ceaselessly work-

ing throughout the Covid-
19 lockdown period to sup-
port the Nation fight the
pandemic. The time period
when train traffic was min-
imal was effectively utilized
by the zone for inspecting,
maintaining and repairing
its assets.
Activities like disman-

tling, removal, repair or re-
placement of structures like
FOBs, Bridges and level
crossings etc which re-
quired long blocks for the
activity on high density
routes were carried out with

relative ease and least dis-
turbance during the lock-
down.  The efforts have re-
sulted in no consequential
train accident during the
period April-Aug 2020.
Releasing the book

Chaudhry called upon the
employees to keep up their
good work. He added that
as the nation’s prime trans-
porter the railways has a
greater responsibility post-
lockdown. We will leave no
effort in contributing to-
wards India’s growth and
development.
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The Mayor of East Delhi,
Nirmal Jain, wrote a letter
to the Chief Minister of
Delhi on Tuesday de-
manding  release of the
outstanding amount of Rs
1100 crore (two instal-
ments of current financial
year)  to the East Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(EDMC).
This aforesaid amount

has been demanded to re-
lease  as per the recom-
mendations of the 5th Fi-
nance Commission. Jain
said that the Delhi govern-
ment should rise above po-
litical malice and provide
the outstanding dues to the

EDMC  at the earliest.
The Mayor   said that

the EDMC is going through
a severe financial crisis. In
such a situation, it  is facing
difficulties in providing un-
interrupted civil services.
Apart from this, the salary
of other employees, except
sanitation workers, is also
pending for three  months.

He further  said that the
EDMC was not given any
money under 'Basic Tax
Assignment' while other
corporations of Delhi were
given instalments under
it.The workload of EDMC
has increased due to Covid-
19 epidemic. The employ-
ees of the corporation are
working vigorously for the
prevention of Covid-19
virus day and night.
The Mayor has requested

the Delhi government to
provide the prescribed
amount of 'Basic Tax As-
signment' to the EDMC at
the earliest and there
should be no discrimina-
tion against the EDMC  in
the budget allocation.
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General Manager North-
ern & North Central Rail-
ways Rajiv Chaudhry held
a performance review
meeting with the officials
concerned of the   North-
ern Railway through video
conferencing.
Deliberations were held

to keep focus on safety,
enhancement of speed,
business development
units, freight loading over
the zone and training and
refresher course for staff.
Safety is the prime focus

of the railways. The gen-
eral manager reviewed the

work done in improving
the maintenance stan-
dards of tracks, welds and
removal of scrap lying
near the rail lines.
He advised the divisions

on conducting drives to
enhance safety and  em-
phasized on focusing on
electrical safety on tracks,
trains and premises. En-
hancing speed of trains is
a priority over the zone.
Works should be expedit-
ed as to complete the proj-

ects on time. Reviewing
the status of monsoon
preparedness, the general
manager took stock of the
tree cutting activity and
removal of vegetation
alongside the tracks.
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The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) claims to
have developed indigenous
signalling technology un-
der ‘Make in India’ initiative.
The DMRC took a major

step on “ Engineers Day”
Tuesday  towards the de-
velopment of an indige-
nously built CBTC (Com-
munication Based Train
Control) based signalling
technology for metro rail-
way with the launch of the i-
ATS, which is an important
sub system of the signalling
system.
This prototype system as

well as a state of the art
laboratory for further de-
veloping other sub- systems
of indigenous CBTC tech-
nology was inaugurated at
Shastri Park by  Durga
Shanker Mishra, secretary,
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs,  in the pres-
ence of DMRC’s Managing
Director, Dr. Mangu Singh,
Shikha Gupta, Director,
BEL and other senior offi-
cials from DMRC and BEL.
Speaking on the occasion,

Mishra said, “It is a really
proud occasion to start
something like this which is
going to add to our strength
on the Atmanirbhar Bharat
initiative. The way we have
promoted indigenization in
the development of metros
in the country, I am fully
confident that this Indian
system will also be sold out-
side and we will be the lead-
ers in this area as well.”
Singh termed this

achievement as a major step
forward towards the devel-
opment of indigenous tech-
nologies required for the
operation of metro rail sys-
tems. “This is a very impor-
tant step towards the de-
velopment of an indigenous
CBTC system. I am sure
that we will be able to work
together and scale newer
heights to completely indi-
genise Metro railway con-
struction as well as opera-
tions.”
The ATS (Automatic

Train Supervision) is a com-
puter based system, which
manages train operations.
This system is indispensible
for high density operations
such as the metro, where
services are scheduled every
few minutes. i-ATS is the in-
digenously developed tech-
nology, which will signifi-
cantly reduce the depend-
ence of Indian Metros on
foreign vendors dealing with
such technologies.
Technology systems such

as the CBTC are primarily
controlled by the European
countries and Japan. As
part of the ‘Make in India’
initiative of the Government
of India, the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) had decided to
indigenize the CBTC tech-
nology.
Along with DMRC, Niti

Aayog, MoHUA, Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL)
and CDAC are part of this
development. DMRC has
been nominated to lead this
important ‘Make in India’
initiative.
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Two AAP MLAs, who tested negative for COVID-19 when
they underwent the mandatory rapid antigen test on Mon-
day ahead of the one-day session, attended the proceed-
ings but later left the House after reports of their previous
RT-PCR test came positive in the evening

Deliberations were
held to keep focus
on safety, en-
hancement of
speed, business
development
units, freight load-
ing over the zone
and training and
refresher course
for staff

Delhi Assembly's main hall sanitised
after 2 MLAs test COVID-19 positive
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